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2011 ANOTHER RECORD-SETTING YEAR FOR FOREIGN TOURIST ARRIVALS 

INTO THAILAND 

 

New Delhi, January 21, 2012 — 2011 saw the Thai tourism industry reach a milestone when the country registered the 

highest ever number of foreign tourist with a 19.8 per cent increase over 2010 figures. Inbound traffic to Thailand fared 

better than many countries in Asia with 19.09 million visitors recorded in 2011. Arrivals from India surpassed 9 lakhs for 

the first time, totaling 916,787 visitors, a robust increase of 20.57 per cent over 2010. Indian tourists ranked number six of 

all countries into Thailand, following Malaysia, China, Japan, Russia, and South Korea. 

The growth rate of 19.8 per cent for Thailand is better than the United Nations World Tourism Organisation's projected 

growth rate of four to five percent for the world in 2011 and seven to nine percent for the Asia Pacific. 

The record year was achieved despite massive flooding in many parts of Thailand in the second half of the year. Though 

large areas in northern and central Thailand were inundated, most major tourist spots were spared. Main tourist markets 

of Thailand bounced back quickly, with arrivals in January 2012 returning as normal. India, in particular, still showed a 

growth even at the height of the floods. Cities like Bangkok and Pattaya remained hugely popular with Indians and there 

were a noticeable rise in demands for the regional destinations of Phuket, Ko Samui, Chiang Mai, Hua Hin, and Krabi. 

The most favorite activity for Indians in Thailand continued to be shopping and sightseeing, but there was also significant 

increase in the number of Indian weddings in the country with over 100 large-scale weddings of over 200 guests each, as 

well as more golf tours, student travel and eco-tourism. 

 


